
   
Borough of Seaside Park 

Mayor & Council Work Session  
Minutes of Thursday, February 20, 2020  

7:00 P.M. 
  
  
 

Honorable Mayor:  John A. Peterson Jr. 
Council President:                      Matthew DeMichele 
Council Member:                Dr. Frank “Fritz” McHugh 

                Council Member:    Faith Liguori 
Council Member:   Gail Coleman  
Council Member:   Ray Amabile  

   Council Member:                William Kraft 
    

Also Attending  Borough Attorney:  Steven Zabarsky Esq. 
  Borough Administrator  Sandra Rice 

           Chief of Police:   James Boag  
Deputy Municipal Clerk:  Sandra Martin 

                                            
 
STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE BY DEPUTY CLERK MARTIN: Pursuant to the provisions of the New 
Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting was properly provided by sending a copy of the 
Notice of Meeting to the Asbury Park Press and the Star-Ledger.  Notice of this meeting of the Governing Body has 
been posted in the corridor of the Municipal Building and the Office of the Municipal Clerk. 
 
MOMENT OF SILENCE AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Honorable Mayor Peterson asked for all present 
to stand for a moment of silence followed by the pledge of allegiance.   
 
REVIEW OF INVOICES & PURCHASE ORDERS 
 
 
WORKSHOP  
Council Discussion: 
 
Setting up a New Dedication by Rider for “Dune Planting Donations” 
 
Mayor Peterson thanked all who volunteered donations to start off what Council had authorized, planting native 
plants on the western side of the dunes, with the hope that this project will become biannual in the spring and fall. 
The auditor recommends that the Council approve a resolution that would set up a new dedication by rider which 
would allow Council to put the funds in a trust fund that wouldn’t close out each year.   
 
Administrator Rice added that the Borough has several riders most recently for memorial benches.  
 
Borough Attorney Zabarsky explains that the land is the responsibility of the Borough by state statute and local 
ordinance, and beach fees can be used to maintain the land.  
 
The Council’s office will work on the resolution for the next meeting.  
 
Various Action to be taken by Dr. Farrell of Stockton University Coastal Research Center, Bayfront Activities 
 
Dr. Farrell is asking for assistance from governing body members to reach out to the assistant commissioner of the 
DEP assigned to the betterment application to move the project beyond the 1977 shoreline, based on the 
deteriorating yet visible bulkhead. Dr. Farrell was hired to assist the engineers of the entire Bayfront. 
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Welcome to Seaside Park Obey All Ordinances Signs 
 
Council Member Amabile presents that the sign does not present a friendly, family presence. He would like Council 
to change sign to read Welcome to Seaside Park.  
 
Council Member Coleman asked if Council Member Amabile asked Eric about cost of the sign. 
 
Chief Boag said that the signs are ordered. They are not constructed by DPW and were ordered the last time they did 
a master plan.  
 
Council Members did not have a problem changing the sign and decided a new sign should read: Welcome to 
Seaside Park: The Family Resort. 
 
Townsquare Media Use of the Old Lifeguard Shack across the Street 
 
Administrator Rice had been outreached from representatives from Townsquare Media. Every year they occupy the 
old lifeguard shack across from Borough Hall and operate the radio station from there on Fridays during the 
summer. They ask every year if they can occupy that space. There is no money transacted. The original agreement 
was that they provide advertisement for the Borough and any of its events or local clubs during their news hour. In 
the past, Eric from DPW has had some concerns about the building, the integrity of the building, and whether the 
equipment and connections were up to code.  
 
Council Member Coleman said that the Code and Construction Office went and said it was fine. Council Member 
Coleman suggested having the Code and Construction Office check it before they inhabit it.  
 
Council Member Dr. McHugh thinks that the radio station should give more advertisement to Seaside Park since 
they are using the building for free. 
 
Council Member DeMichele mentioned request for parking. Administrator Rice said they are given a number of 
parking placards but it gets passed around. Eric has had problem with sweeping the lots and they refuse to move 
their cars. The Council decided they have to pay for parking and their cars must be moved when the lots are closed.  
 
 
2020 Family Movie Night Schedule 
 
Council Member DeMichele said that there are three meetings a week and it is worth noting that the Thursday night 
movie night conflicts with the Council meeting and restricts people from coming to meeting. Wednesday had been 
fireworks and Kite Night. Monday is the band. Tuesday is the fishing tournament.  
 
Council Member Coleman said that it is up to the PBA who puts it together. Administrator Rice says the movie is 
paid by Municipal Alliance.  
 
Chief Boag said that any night works for them.  
 
Council Member Dr. McHugh said they have to check with Seaside Heights to make sure it doesn’t conflict.  
 
Council Member Amabile asked Deputy Clerk Sandra Martin if Municipal Alliance paid for Kite Night last year and 
she responded that Municipal Alliance paid for kites for the kids with anti-drug slogans, not the event itself.  
 
Council is looking for someone to hold the event for free.  
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Extending Beach Hours of Operation 

Council Member Amabile had a meeting with Beach Control and Beach Patrol to open the beaches an hour earlier at 
9am on the weekends and holidays, and he will work out how much it will cost with Administrator Rice. Beach 
Control feels that he might be able to sell extra badges that could help offset the cost.  

Administrator Rice did preliminary numbers with Beach Control and Patrol, and in order to do it for every single 
weekend in the summer it will probably cost an extra $45,000 added to the budget to pay for the extra staffing for 
lifeguards and Beach Control employees. In the meeting, Administrator Rice posed the question would they make 
that many beach badges. Council Member Amabile felt it would help curtail people from going on the beach, 
camping out and they don’t have to pay. Beach Control suggested sending rovers out earlier to get people to pay for 
badges. Administrator Rice also mentioned that in past meetings, some residents had asked that perhaps the beach is 
open later in the evening.  

Council Member DeMichele also mentioned that keeping it open later, they’d have to consult labor laws for 
employees under age.  

Council Member Coleman is inclined to have the rover starting at 9am to see how many are there. Administrator 
Rice said that Council Member Amabile suggested a trial.  

Mayor Peterson recommends submissions of budgets for November 30th, the projected wages and equipment in the 
budget review process.  

Marina & Water Sewer Utility Budgets for 2020 

Administrator Rice prepared the budgets for Marina and Water Sewer Utility. They are draft budgets and are not 
intended for formal action to be taken. It is meant for discussion.  

Administrator Rice went over the specifics of each account. The Green Trust Loan that was used to acquire the land 
for the marina will be paid off in 2023. The $50,000 moved from the Marina to the Current Fund is not listed in the 
budget. Administrator Rice suggests, take it from the Marina and not the Water Utility. It was done last year because 
of the increased school tax.  

After the meeting Tuesday with Bond Council would be the only suggested changes in terms of the interest paid on 
the BANs. Principle does not have to be paid until the third year.  

All in favor of the introduced Marina budget and the Water Sewer Utility budget. 

Request for Purchase of Police Car - Chief Boag 

Chief Boag asked Council for permission to go forward with the purchase of a new police vehicle. Two are 
roadwork and going out of service this year and will be auctioned. Every year the Borough purchases a new vehicle. 
The truck itself will be $35,000 and this is a state contract. It is in Delaware. That one is no longer available. They 
take orders in November, and it’s not possible for budgetary reasons. Chief Boag said he will update with what is 
available on state contract.  

Council Member Coleman said the wear and tear and salt air does to the car and suggests moving forward so the car 
is obtained by Memorial Day.  

All in favor of the purchase of the vehicle. 
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Proposal from Coastal Solutions for Block Time Hours 
 
Administrator Rice explained that in past years the Borough has purchased a block of time from Coastal Solutions. 
The more hours your buy up front the cheaper it is. It affords the Borough, if there’s a problem, employees can call 
coastal and put through; the service call is deducted from the block hours. The block time hours do not expire. The 
Borough is still using 2019’s hours. 
 
Windows XP will no longer be supported by Microsoft and the IT company recommends updating to Windows 10, 
which has to be added to the budget. Computers bought on as needed basis run Windows 10.  
 
Consensus is to purchase 100 hours of block time.  
 
Proposal from the Rodgers Group for Maintenance of Accreditation 
 
Chief Boag explained that the Rodgers Group got us through accreditation. The proposal is a maintenance 
agreement where the Rodgers Group stays up to date on the policy changes. Rodgers Group are the experts that put 
the policies in place.  
 
Borough Attorney Zabarsky explained that the accreditation adds to the dividend and must be maintain.  
 
Administrator Rice explained that the proposal is well within the budget.  
 
All in favor of the proposal.  
 
Proposal from Gov Pilot for Annual Municipal Subscription 
 
Council Member DeMichele explained that it is $25,000 per year and believes that it hasn’t been utilized all the 
features of Gov Pilot. The Code Department recommended NJ Permits because it was free and easy to use.  
 
Administrator Rice said that NJ Permits, the free service, will no longer be used and municipalities will have to find 
a new way to track. There are many companies that offer the service for billing and tracking revenue which is 
Edmunds. Administrator Rice recommends soliciting Edmunds for quotes.  
 
Council Member Dr. McHugh said that Code Enforcement is one module. Are there other ways to accomplish the 
same thing?  
 
Council Member Coleman believes the Borough should get quotes.  
 
The bill was sent December 4th and due to January 1st.  
 
Council Member DeMichele said that there needs to be something implemented, since they cannot use NJ Permits, 
so they can be trained on it by June.  
 
It was originally authorized as a trial, but for the cost to be worth it, the Borough would’ve had to embrace it.  
 
It was agreed that they will not use Gov Pilot and solicit quotes from Edmunds.  
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Proposals for Scada System Dated December 20, 2019 
 
Council Member McHugh explained that it was a proposal from RVE who went out to bid for Scada to help manage 
the pumps remotely. There was one bidder, Complete Control Services, Inc.  
 
Borough Attorney Zabarsky explained they are in a number of municipalities and are local. He said their bid 
proposal was good and Council Member Dr. McHugh said that it was the company RVE hoped for.  
 
Administrator Rice mentioned that there were only sixty days to award.  
 
Borough Attorney Zabarsky said he received the engineer’s letter on the tenth and now that he has it, he can prepare 
a resolution for the next meeting.  
 
Town Hall Meeting for Congressman Kim on March 13th from 3 to 4:30 in Council Chambers 
 
Mayor Peterson mentioned the letter and it was added to the work session. 
 
Council was in favor.  
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT Mayor Peterson opened the floor to the public. 
 
Mike Tierney, 120 N Street expressed concern that the Police Contract calls for the Borough to provide insurance for 
retired police until 65. He suggests a resolution that pays two retired contract with the marina surplus and the marina 
will always pay that; a stakeholder for that money. Administrator Rice said it may require a rider for a trust for 
accumulated leave. She said it won’t exponentially go up because retirees will age out.  
 
Faye Haring, 21 I Street asked about the sixty days and if it started from December 20th. Borough Attorney 
Zabarsky said he was fairly confident it would be okay for the next meeting.  
 
Joe Russo, 137 Tenth Ave expressed that he was glad the sign was going to be changed. He also expressed that he 
would like designated parking spots for the lifeguards. Council Member Dr. McHugh also mentions that when they 
sell the lot on N Street, which is used for beach employees, will cause a huge problem.  
 
Pat Degutis, 75 Stockton Avenue  expressed concern about increase in mandatory minimum wage if seasonal 
employees were included. Council Member Coleman said that seasonal employees were $0.23 less.  
 
 
Seeing no hands from the public, Mayor Peterson closed this portion of the meeting.  
 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN  
 
MOTION: Adjourn the Meeting 
MADE BY: Council Member Amabile 
SECOND: Council Member Coleman 
 
IN FAVOR: ALL  OPPOSED: NONE 
 
CARRIES: YES 
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Meeting Adjourned. 
Respectfully Submitted, 

_______________________ 
Sandra F. Martin RMC,CMR 
Deputy Municipal Clerk 

 Time End: 8:52PM   


